  © 2014


Lytvyn O. Y. candidate of economic sciences

Poltava state agrarian academy
Panchenko O. P. candidate of economic sciences

Кyrovоgrad cooperative college of economics named after M.P. Say
ECONOMIC IDEAS OF ANCIENT EGYPTIAN WORK 
"AHTOY’S PRECEPT, DUAUF’S SON, TO HIS SON PIOPY"
A reviewer is a doctor of economic sciences, professor A.O. Panteleymonenko 
The basic economic ideas of ancient Egyptian work "Ahtoy’s precept, Duauf’s son, to his son Piopy" were considered. Publications of ukrainian and russian researchers, historians and journalists devoted to the study of this problem were analyzed. We prove relevance and significance of economic ideas of ancient Egyptian work, we focus attention on their impact on the contemporary economy. We give the facts, which support the eduction of a high level of economic development of ancient Egypt. The attention of readers we draw on the economic ideas of this ancient Egyptian works should be considered not only in the context of economic history and the history of economic thought, but also to use them.
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Statement of the problem. After the events of February 2014 in Kiev, dramatic days of bloodshed and sorrow, changes in the leadership of the country, capture the part of Ukrainian territory by a neighboring nation, the tragic events in the eastern regions of our country, Ukraine is experiencing a difficult economic and political situation. There is an impending deficit of the state budget, the decline in production, catastrophic devaluation of the national currency, reducing the gold reserves. Big part of the population is desperate and in despair: the rapid rise of prices of essential commodities and food, clothing, medicine, medical care, reduction of social support, inflation and the threat of unemployment. The question appears: "What to do?", “How to get out of this difficult situation?”. For a proper understanding and interpretation of current economic processes is necessary to get back to beginnings - the first written economic works, among which - one of the oldest - "Ahtoy’s precept, Duauf’s son, to his son Piopy" (the twentieth century BC).
Analysis of recent research and publications, which begin a solution of the problem. Among the most famous researches which are devoted to economic thought of the Ancient East, it should note scientific works of V. M. Kovalchuk, A. V. Lazarevic, M. I. Saray [1], L.Y. Korniichuk [2], W. H . Kostiuk [3], B. M.. Lisovytskyi [4]. P. Yukhimenko [5]. But they are, primarily, textbooks and manuals, which summarize the story of this ancient Egyptian treatise. However, over the past few decades, there are no studies with a detailed analysis of this work. There no, unfortunately, readers with fountainheads. That is what is determined the relevance of the article.
Objective: to inform researchers, students, people about considerable potential of economic ideas of the first economic written works, among which, one of the top places takes "Ahtoy’s precept, Duauf’s son, to his son Piopy" to find mechanisms to resolve the current economic problems in Ukraine. The author believes that the most important task of this scientific research publication is a detailed textual analysis of the work of the ancient Egyptian work “Ahtoy’s precept, Duauf’s son, to his son Piopy" to understand the level of economic development of ancient Egypt; selection and interpretation of important and meaningful for today's economic ideas. This is what determines the relevance of this publication.
Materials and methods of research. To achieve this goal, the principles of the system analysis of economic processes are used, the fundamental position of institutional economic theory. To construct the logic and structure of the work used the method of structural and logical analysis. We used also historical and retrospective methods, causal, economic and statistical analysis. Methods of comprehensive and systematic approach, abstract – logic, methods of analogy and comparison, induction and deduction are used in step of drawing conclusions.
Results of research. Deep symbolism, apriority, the inseparability of mythological understanding of the world, the tendency to teachings were characterized to economic thought of ancient Egypt (as all the Ancient East). It has not yet been examined by the legal political and religious ideology [1, p. 270]. 
“Ahtoy’s precept, Duauf’s son, to his son Piopy” at the time when Ahtoy floated down the river to the capital of Egypt. It should be noted that the capital of Egypt of the twelfth dynasty was the city Ichu-taui (located in the south of Cairo, near the modern village Lysht). The aim of the trip was to give his son Piopy to the school of clerks.

Precept – a kind of "guide" for young careerists, who aspire to occupy a high place in the public administration. Ahtoy praises the competent of managers, shows significant benefits of office clerks and teaches future officials of conduct to superiors, colleagues, subordinates, friends and family. This work has also another name - "Satire of different professions," cause it shows the benefits of the profession of scribe, contrasting it with the bitter fate of other professions that have much less honor and privilege [1, p. 271]. At the beginning of his story Ahtoy holds the view that ignorance and illiteracy leads to dependence. "Look: illiteracy is ... equivalent of dependence." But Ahtoy does not impose his vision of life - he argues, explains, wants his son to like the occupation clerk, "want you to love writing more than your mother ... wish that this favor drew your attention".
Later in his book Ahtoy describes poverty and hard work of craftsman. Thus, for us, there are two crucial aspects: the list of occupations (indicating the presence of this type of craft in ancient Egypt), and a brief description that demonstrates the level of craft and certain aspects of craftsman’s life (for example carpenters in the evenings, when they have free time, perform private
orders). 
Ahtoy describes the work as metallurgist (or more precisely, "tinkers", because the copper in the time of the Middle Kingdom was the main material for making tools): "I ​​saw metallurgist at work near the furnace vent. His fingers like a crocodile skin, and it stinks more than fish eggs".
Equally difficult is the work of a carpenter: "He's too strained their hands at his work ...". There is a heavy jewelry work there: "He drills a hole ... (note, 4 thousand years ago, when it was written in ancient Egypt drilling equipment was already at a high level). "When he finishes making things, his hands are powerless, he’s tired. However, he sits before the sunset, and his knees, and his back is bent".
Members of other professions (farmers, potters, diggers who work upon the king's work) have also difficult and exhaustive conditions of work. “In order to live with dignity, you need to learn how to read and write at school and master scribe's art” Ahtoy concludes. Except economic aspects of "Ahtoy’s precept" we consider moral and ethical aspects. Thus, one of the recommendations of the author is "do not be greedy" - "Beware to adhere to the table." How true it sounds now that almost every day the mass media told about the "lifestyle" of former officials, deputies, judges: houses or rather palaces with dozen rooms, antiques, artwork, gold bars, millions of dollars, euros, USD cash and accounts in foreign banks, expensive cars, watches and jewelry, which cost shocks ordinary Ukrainians who live from salary to salary!
Among other prohibitions that regulate the life and work of that time bureaucrats, the following are interesting for us. Did not divulge the secret - "Do not say secret words (affairs)." "Person who let people down, his name will not be long-lived", "join senior, but make friend only to a person of your level" Ahtoy teaches. 
There is also a Christian motif in this work (written two thousand years before Christianity): "do not tell lie about his mother", "be thankful to father and mother, who sent you on the way of living". This suggests that Christianity arose much later, absorbed the best achievements of world philosophical thought, including ancient Egyptian.
Ahtoy also provides management guidelines, compliance with which will make it possible to quickly move the hierarchical ladder, to climb: 
- "If the Head send you  with authorization, so just say that he commanded you, nothing decreasing and nothing adding to it"; 
- "Scribe is respected for his obedience, because obedience makes people active"; 
- "Think before you speak what is relevant, but let your feet to accelerate when you're going (to perform the authorization) and don’t let your heart be closed" (that is, do not rush with the decision, but if you decide, implementing it quickly, without secrecy, openly); 
- "Look, you're sending (with order) ... but you also listen to the Head" (which means that person, who controls, must be able to submit and he quickly learn new knowledge and work in a team).
Conclusion. Thus, the "Ahtoy’s precept, Duauf’s son, to his son Piopy" is one of the first written economic works that have come down to our times. Description of crafts given in "Precept ..." (even list of them), indicates a high level of economic development of ancient Egypt. Some ideas of this Egyptian work (as concerns of importance of education, clarity, accuracy and timeliness of as concerns of Head’s orders, the ability to make intelligent, thoughtful decisions, decisively implement them to life and to be responsible for them, the ability to study and to work in a team) - do not lost their importance and relevance in our time, but, on the contrary, in the difficult economic conditions, in the course of finding ways of development, in the process of building something new, modernized, effective Ukraine, they may become the reference point that will lead us to success.
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